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As our area of the city develops, there is a growing increase in vandalism and misdemeanors for not only Hunters Bend, but for the adjoining covenants, as well.  For the past year, we have seen an increase in cars driving across lawns, car windows broken, garage vandalism, and even mail box theft.  According to the Citizens Crime Commission and a survey of our adjoining neighborhoods, the Hunters Bend area has more vandalism than major crimes.

Comments by the Police Department:
1. Most of the crimes in our area are considered to be vandalism and not major crimes.  Young people generally do this in the early stages of adulthood.

2. Most of the vandalism occurs after 11:00 P.M. and generally on Saturday night.

3. When observing and/or reporting a crime to the Police, be specific in description and give as many details as you can.

4. When calling “911”, be very specific by first saying “police, fire, or EMSA”. 

5.  When you then start giving details the police are already on their way.

Items to Avoid Crime 

The most effective crime prevention method, according to the Citizens Crime Commission, is to be an alert Neighbor, looking out for each other.

1. When going out of town for several days, use the following as a guide.

a. Stop the mail, or have a neighbor pick it up.

b. Stop the paper, or have a neighbor pick it up.

c. Have a neighbor remove papers or collected packages left at the door.

d. Do not announce you are leaving town at churches, grocery stores, or other places where strangers are listening.

e. Keep a radio playing.

f. Put lights on automatic timers to appear someone is at home.

g. Adjust the volume of your telephone ringer at low level, or off.  A prowler will be less likely to hear an unanswered call.

h. Do not announce you are out of town on an answering machine.

2. Trim bushes away from windows. Thieves like to hide behind high bushes and enter windows.

3. Motion lights are recommended in areas where doors and windows are not seen from the street.

4. Neighbors should be attentive to unusual cars and people around houses.

5. Keep doors and windows locked at all times.

6. Keep the garage door closed.

7. Put peepholes in doors.

8. Always lock your car when you go inside a station to pay for gasoline, or into a grocery store.

9. Observe car license tag numbers if you see suspicious activity.

10. Learn to observe the description of people.

11. Give up your billfold or purse in case of robbery.  I.e., do not fight for your property to avoid harm.

12. Most burglary crimes are during the day when no one is at home.

13. When a stranger knocks on the door, acknowledge that you are there but do not open the door until you know who it is.

14. Put an identification mark on your valuables.  Do not use your social security number.

15. Do NOT put your bill payments in the mailbox to be picked up by the postman.  As a minimum, write your checks with a “Hybrid Gel” pen (purchase at an office supply), whereby the ink cannot be washed off.

Misdemeanor in Driving Across Lawns

This is occurring more frequently as the general area gets older and the population increases.  This generally occurs on weekends at early hours and several lawns are driven across on the same night.   To try to prevent this from occurring is very difficult, but the following is suggested for your consideration.

1. If you see a vehicle drive across a yard, get the license number and report to the police.   Avoid being seen as a witness.

2. You may want to consider buying a $20 fake camera at Radio Shack that is operated by a battery and looks very authentic to thieves and vandals.

3. Plant a tree in open areas near the street.

4. Consider a night-light to come on with movement near the house or consider a night-light to stay on during the night.

5. Take a picture of the tire tracks for the police.

6. Report the incident to the police, although this is not a high priority for the police involvement.

Mail Box Theft

There has been some theft of mail from the mailboxes, but not recently.  The thefts generally occur in the mornings before the mail man arrives and is generally a single person walking around acting “official” with the mail boxes.  They are looking for boxes with the flags up indicating mail is to be picked up.  They want the checks in mail payments.

The thieves are good at washing off ball point written checks and then using the check to buy items at stores, pretending to give their drivers license number to trusting clerks.  In our area, there have had checks forged for as much as $2,000.

To avoid this potential problem, the following is suggested.

1. Do not leave payments in the mailboxes.

2. Write your checks with a “Hybrid Gel” pen that cannot be washed off.  These pens can be purchased from any office supply store.

Vandalism and Theft to Automobiles

Several cars have been vandalized with windows being broken and scratched, etc.  Unfortunately, these vehicles were parked in the street or in driveways and accessible to people desiring to do harm.  We have no known car thefts.

The types of people that do this, according to the Citizens Crime Commission are young adults with emotional desires to take chances for fun.  Unfortunately, some automobiles have been damaged simply because they had a school logo that someone did not like.

The following are suggestions to avoid damage to vehicles.

1. Avoid parking in the street, especially at night.  Children can be harmed from walking around parked cars.

2. If at all possible, put your vehicle in the garage and keep the door closed.

3. Do not put offensive logos on vehicles that tend to create emotions, such as derogatory statements about schools or our good neighboring states.  This is the type of activity that develops hatred.  Be a person of class and teach your children respect and love for fellow citizens of all schools, race, color, religion and gender.

Protect Yourself

1. Do not give a caller your credit card, phone card, social security, or bank account number over the phone.  It is illegal for telemarketers to ask for these numbers to verify a prize of gift.

2. Listen carefully to the name of a charity requesting money.  Do not hesitate to ask for a financial report before you donate.

3. Never make an investment with a stranger on the phone.

4. Beware of cheap home repair service that otherwise would be expensive.  Do not pay in advance.  A deposit should only be after you have checked the company out with references through the Better Business Bureau.

5. Report con games to the police.  The National Fraud Information Center is 800-876-7060, 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.

6. Do not use your social security number for your driver’s license.

7. Teach your children how to dial “911”, their home address, telephone numbers, and where you work.

8. Teach your children to not accept rides or gifts from anyone, unless it is someone both you and your child know and trust.  Click HERE for more ideas on how to protect your child.
9. Do not leave house keys under doormats, window seals, or flowerpots.
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